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Inland Empire of California Chapter

Chapter History

July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005
The 2004/2005 program year made great strides in membership retention and new memberships.

Administration
The Chapter was maintained by a full Board, which consisted of 17 Board Members and Chairpersons.  Included in these were a Webmaster and Newsletter Editor for communications.  We also added a Raffle Chairperson and a Member of the Month Coordinator.
Community Service
The Chapter provided for a full year of Community Service projects.  The first event the Chapter held was a non-perishable food drive on October 13, 2004.  The food was donated to an organization that claimed that over 95% of the proceeds went directly to the recipients.  The organization was America’s Second Harvest.  In December, the Chapter held a toy-drive.  The toys were donated to a local charity that works as a public-private partnership called Children’s Fund.  Representatives from the Children’s Fund at the December Regular Meeting received the toys.  February was the Chapter’s annual blanket and used clothing drive.  This event did not enjoy the success that the December toy drive did, but there were a few donated items that were taken to the Assistance League of Riverside, who serves local children by providing new school clothing, SAT study guides and teddy bears for victims of trauma and abuse.  In March, with the disaster in the East Indian Ocean, the Chapter collected funds in an effort to help the tsunami victims.  This event was on-going from March through the end of the program year in May.  Donations were made directly to the Chapter and additional funds were raised through 50/50 drawings.  The Chapter made a donation to Project HOPE whose response to the disaster was to send physicians, nurses and other health care providers to bring health and hope to thousands of tsunami survivors.  Annually, the Chapter allocates a certain amount for charitable contribution.  This year’s recipient is the Special Olympics, an organization dedicated to empowering individuals with intellectual disabilities to become physically fit, productive and respected members of society through sports training and competition.  
Education
The Chapter was able to provide a total of 25 CPE through regular meetings, seminars and audio conferences.  The first seminar was held in October and featured Jay Fountain with the Government Accounting Standards Board.  An audio conference was provided by NASACT in November and moderated by one of our members.  In February, another seminar was held featuring Gary Capporicci, CPA, CGFM, a local speaker that speaks at Colleges and Universities.  This was a full-day seminar.  Following this seminar was another NASACT audio conference in March.  The Chapter scheduled another half-day seminar for April, however since the attendance had been down in February, the Board decided to wait until the next program year.  Overall, the Chapter provided wonderful education throughout the year.
Membership
Our chapter began with a membership of 132 and ended the chapter year with a total of 204 members.  That is a 54% increase, which is outstanding considering that many chapters surrounding the Inland Empire had a decrease in membership and one chapter closed.  

Communications

The Chapter had a webmaster this year, which is the second year in a row that a website has been available.  We conducted six surveys via the internet.  We also accepted nominations for Awards and Board Positions through the website.  Available on the website are membership and CGFM application forms, bylaws, history reports, CGFM information, notices of meetings and seminars, seminar presentations and materials following the event, newsletters, contact information and employment web links.  Our chapter has been fortunate enough to not have experienced and “down” time with the website.  We also have a great newsletter that goes out each month to all our members.  The newsletter has the components of the website with the exception of the inclusion of the Presidents Message.  The newsletter is sent to all members and non-members who request it free of charge if sent electronically.  We send out approximately 50 newsletters through the US Postal system.    We are extremely grateful to those “behind-the-scene” members who take hours out of their free time to put together the communication “engine” of our chapter.
Honors and Awards
During the 2004 Professional Development Conference, the Inland Empire Chapter received the Gold Level Award. 

At the Chapter level, Bobbi Albano was awarded “Member of the Year”.  This award is an extension of the monthly “Member of the Month” awards given at each meeting.  These awards are accompanied by a biography written and printed in the newsletter as well as a certificate. 

The Chapter awarded a total of five additional awards this year.  Linda Kjeldgaard and Rhonda Neill each received the Chapter Service Award, Cindy Navaroli received the award for Advancing Government Accountability (member), and Dee McLain received the award for Advancing Government Accountability (non-member).  Allison Edmisten recruited seven new members this year and received the award for the Top Recruiter and also won a Professional Development Conference registration from the National Office of AGA.

Conclusion
All members of the Board and Committee Chairs did an outstanding job in 2004/2005.  Each year surpasses the last.  
Inland Empire of California, Association of Government Accountants.

Bobbi Albano, Chapter President, 2004-2005
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